
Herbert Learning

Herbert Art Gallery & Museum. Coventry
www.theherbert.org/learning

Beside the Seaside

a teaching resource



Herbert Learning

Herbert Art Gallery & Museum. Coventry
www.theherbert.org/learning

Beside the Seaside KS1 Contents 

01	 Visiting: Active Learning Session - Beside the Seaside
02	 Curriculum Connections and Learning Outcomes	
03        Resources

	 Image Bank
	 Victorian Parasol
	 Flask
	 Victorian girl at seaside
	 Victorian girl at seaside
	 Bucket
	 Modern bucket and spade
	 Victorian soft drink bottle
	 Modern soft drink bottle
	 Jelly shoes
	 Sun cream bottle
	 Souvenirs
	 Ice cream scoop
	 Shell
	 Collection of shells

04	 Glossary
05	 Useful links

Exploring Seaside objects at The Herbert



Herbert Learning

Herbert Art Gallery & Museum. Coventry
www.theherbert.org/learning

Visiting: Active Learning Session - Beside the Seaside 01

Session length: 1 hr 30 minutes including a 
45 minute facilitated session and 45 minute 
independent visit to the galleries
Session Description:  KS1
For costs and booking information see website.

This session will enable your class to discover 
aspects of visiting the seaside in Victorian times in 
comparison to today.  They will handle Victorian 
objects such as an icecream maker and try on 
replica Victorian costume.

This teacher’s resource pack has been designed to 
support the KS1 school curriculum. 
Within the pack you will find a selection of cross 
curricular activities supporting the development 
of key skills and other useful resources to 
complement your work in the classroom. The 
activities are suitable to be carried out pre or post 
visit to the Herbert and we strongly recommend 
a visit to the museum to get the most out of your 
pack.

Learning Outcomes

Through attending this session your children will build on 
the following skills:

• Active participation in speaking and listening through 
group discussion and interaction
• A better understanding of chronology and improved 
knowledge and understanding of history
• Improved knowledge and understanding of materials
• An increased ability to grouping and classify materials

introduction

Dressing up in Victorian seaside costume at the Herbert
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Curriculum Connections and Learning Outcomes 02

Beside the Seaside

Design & 
Technology

Literacy

History

Science

Art

Sorting the objects into groups on 
the basis of their simple material 
properties

Pupils can explore colours, patterns, 
textures, lines, shapes and forms on 
the objects

Sharing and creating displays of what 
our parents and grandparents played 
with and did at the seaside

Exploring the sensory qualities of materials 
the objects are made from through 
handling them

Identify clues on the seaside objects such as 
patterns, pictures and designs to find out and 
answer questions about the past

Mathematics

By looking at the images and 
objects pupils can use phrases 
relating to the passing of timeCreate a class display showing seaside 

objects from the past and the present

An increased 
ability to group 
and classify 
materials 

Drawing and recording from first 
hand observation 

An increased 
Knowledge and 
understanding 
of exploring and 
developing ideas

Examining and comparing objects that 
work in similar and different ways

An increased knowledge and 
understanding through working with 
materials

Discussing and creating own stories involving the 
seaside

Exploring and discussing stories, 
poems and songs involving the 
seaside

Active participation 
in speaking, listening, 
group discussion and 
interaction
Increased ability in 
developing ideas for 
composition

Create a simple venn diagram with 
hoops showing seaside objects from 
the past, present and both eg shells 
and ice cream

Number
Shape, space and measures

A better understanding of chronology, 
knowledge and understanding, 
historical enquiry and organisation and 
communication

Pupils could solve problems such as 
‘How many objects are made from 
wood, metal or plastic?’ 

Visit the Elements Gallery at the 
Herbert Art Gallery and Museum to 
learn more about shells, corals and 
seaside animals
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 A Victorian parasol would mainly have been used to keep the sun off rather than rain.  

This can be handled during the Active Learning Session and a similar version can be seen in 
the Victorian section of the History Galleries

Beside the Seaside KS1 Resources: Image bank 03

This thermos flask is from the 1930s and like today is used to keep 
drinks hot or cold.  

This can be handled during the Active Learning Session.

FlaskVictorian parasol
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Beside the Seaside KS1 Resources: Image bank 03

Victorian girl at seaside Victorian girl at seaside
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Beside the Seaside KS1 Resources: Image bank 03

 
This is a 1950s tin bucket used by children when they visited the seaside.  
The spade would have been made from wood.  You can see this one is 
more decorative than some of the modern examples.

This can be handled during the Active Learning Session.

Bucket

 
This is a modern plastic bucket and spade from 2007, for playing in the 
sand at the seaside.

This can be handled during the Active Learning Session.

Modern bucket and spade
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Beside the Seaside KS1 Resources: Image bank 03

This is a Victorian drinking bottle and would have possibly held lemonade.  
There was a glass ball at the top to stop the fizz from disappearing.

This can be handled during the Active Learning Session.

Victorian soft drink bottle

This is a modern drinking bottle, from 2007, which can be taken on a picnic.

This can be handled during the Active Learning Session.

Modern soft drink bottle
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Beside the Seaside KS1 Resources: Image bank 03

These are modern jelly shoes, from 2007, which are worn by children in 
summer and at the beech.  They have been around since the 1980s.

This can be handled during the Active Learning Session.

Jelly shoes

This is a bottle of sun cream.  Today we are more aware of the issues of health 
regarding the sun.

This can be handled during the Active Learning Session.

Sun protection cream
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Beside the Seaside KS1 Resources: Image bank 03

This is a selection of souvenirs bought from various seaside locations across Britain.

This can be handled during the Active Learning Session.

Souvenirs

This is an ice cream scoop from the 1950s.

This can be handled during the Active Learning Session.

Ice cream scoop
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Beside the Seaside KS1 Resources: Image bank 03

Shell

This is a small collection of shells from the seaside.

These can be handled during the Active Learning Session.

Selection of shells
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Beside the Seaside KS1 Glossary 04

Victorian: Relating to or belonging to the period in 
history from 1837-1901 when Queen Victoria was 
on the throne.

Parasol:  A parasol is similar to an umbrella, but 
is for protecting from the sun not the rain and is 
made of material.

Flask: A flask is a bottle like container, which can 
keep water, drinks or soup usually warm but also 
cold.

Souvenir: Souvenirs are bought when people visit 
places to remind them of their visit.
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Beside the Seaside KS1 Useful Links 05

If you are interested in finding out more 
detailed information then have a look at the 
following resources. 

Websites:

Beside the Seaside - The Bridlington Experience
http://www.bridlington.net/business/besidetheseaside/

Seaside History - trains & trams
http://www.seasidehistory.co.uk/trains.html

Museum of Childhood- Going to the Seaside
http://www.vam.ac.uk/moc/childrens_lives/holidays_entertainment/going_to_the_seaside/index.html

Learn with Museums
http://www.learnwithmuseums.org.uk (search ‘Seaside’)

London Transport Museum
http://www.ltmcollection.org (Search by theme)

BBC- British History Victorians
http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/british/victorians/seaside_01.shtml

Books:

Cut and Assemble a Victorian Seaside Resort in Full Colour: 9 Easy-to-Make Buildings in H-O Scale (Cut & 
Assemble Buildings in H-O Scale) 
by Edmund V. Gillon Jr (Paperback - 28 Mar 2003)


