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Coming to Coventry: stories from the South Asian pioneers

Content

The exhibition explores the experiences of the pioneers who came to Coventry from South Asia between the 1940s and the 1960s. It shows how these early migrants built a new life in Coventry and established the city's South Asian community. The exhibition draws on a wealth of personal photographs covering themes such as family and working life, weddings and social events, and sport and holidays. The photographs are accompanied by memories from members of the community.
The exhibition been successfully displayed at a number of community festivals, temples, libraries and schools. It has proved very popular with members of the local South Asian community and is ideal for activities such as reminiscence sessions.

Format

The full exhibition consists of 22 freestanding panels but there is also another version with 12 panels of a slightly smaller size. Both versions have been designed so that a selection
of the panels can be used if there is not enough space to show the whole display. If all the panels are used, we suggest that the main panels with the written information should be displayed in the following order:

Introduction
Arriving

Home life

Working life

Political and cultural activity

Childhood memories

Events and celebrations

Social life

The sports scene

Holidays and outings

A new home

Coming from Coventry

Practical details

The exhibition panels are in an easy to use pull-up banner format and fold down into individual carry bags. 
Smaller version

Banner stands x 12

Banner dimensions when displayed – 216 cms high x 85 cms wide
Banner dimensions when bagged – 90 cms long x 23 cms wide
The exhibition fits easily into an average sized car.

Larger version

Banner stands x 22

Banner dimensions when displayed – 223 cms high x 100 cms wide
Banner dimensions when bagged – 107 cms long x 25 cms wide
The size and quantity of these panels mean that a larger car or a small van will be needed to transport them together if the whole exhibition is being borrowed. 

You will need to make your own transport arrangements for collecting and returning the exhibition to The Herbert Art Gallery and Museum. There is no charge for borrowing the exhibition, but damage to the panels beyond reasonable wear and tear may be chargeable. As a condition of borrowing the display, we will need you to keep a record of the number of people viewing the exhibition at your venue or event.

There is a film (10 minutes) of television news footage connected with the exhibition which can be shown alongside it. The Herbert can supply this on DVD but we cannot provide the equipment to play it on.
For further details, please contact Stacey Bains on 024 7629 4766 or email stacey.bains@theherbert.org 
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