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Visiting: Active Learning Session - Coventry at War 01

Session length: 1 hr 30 minutes including a 
45 minute facilitated session and 45 minute 
independent visit to the galleries
Session Description: KS2
For costs and booking information see website.

This session allows pupils to discover the impact 
of the war on daily life, using original costume 
and a wide range of stimulating Second World 
War objects.  We will explore Coventry during the 
war including the Blitz, air raid precautions, civil 
defence, the impact of evacuation and rationing.

This teacher’s resource pack has been designed to 
support the KS2 school curriculum. 
Within the pack you will find a selection of cross 
curricular activities supporting the development 
of key skills and other useful resources to 
complement your work in the classroom. The 
activities are suitable to be carried out pre or post 
visit to the Herbert and we strongly recommend 
a visit to the museum to get the most out of your 
pack.

Learning Outcomes:
Through attending this session your children will 
build on the following skills:

• Improved speaking and listening skills through 
group discussion and interaction
• A better understanding of chronology and 
improved knowledge and understanding of 
events, people and changes in the past
• An improved knowledge and understanding of 
relevant materials

introduction

Scooping up an incendiary bomb at the Herbert
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Curriculum Connections and Learning Outcomes 02

Coventry at War

Literacy

PHSE History

Geography

Numeracy

Book an outreach session from 
the Herbert to work with archive 
material including maps and aerial 
photographs.

Improved speaking and listening 
skills through  group discussion and 
interaction
Improved knowledge, skills and 
understanding through reading 
information in non fiction reports

An increased understanding of chronology, 
Knowledge and understanding of events, people 
and changes in the past, An improved ability to 
carry out historical enquiry and organisation and 
communication

Improved speaking and 
listening skills through
group discussion and 
interaction
An improved ability to 
engage with challenging 
and demanding subject 
matter

Design & 
Technology

Handling data and an improved understanding 
of measures relating to real life situations. A greater understanding of cooking.

Use a range of sources including 
photographs and documents from 
the pack to examine life in Coventry 
on the home front.

Visit the Herbert and use the 
interactive games. Look at related 
films and photographs to encourage 
post visit discussions.

An increased 
knowledge and 
understanding 
of the local 
area.  Increased 
development 
of geographical 
enquiry skills.

Research compare and address 
misconceptions about the 
experiences of wartime evacuees.

Use images from the pack to discuss 
how people were encouraged to 
save precious resources and recycle 
their waste.  Compare with current 
issues of recycling.

Look at aspects of rationing through 
utilising the ration interactive in 
the History Gallery at the Herbert.  
Use the menus and ingredients 
suggested to plan a VE day party 
back at school.

Create a role play about rationing, 
from a housewives point of view.

Use different types of text from the 
pack including reports and letters as 
inspiration for a piece of non-fiction 
writing such as a newspaper article 
or evacuee letter.

Using the summary of bus journeys 
organised by the Coventry 
Evacuation Scheme create a bar 
chart showing the places that the 
schools travelling were evacuated to.

Investigate how people spent their 
leisure time during the war using 
evidence from the resources in this pack.
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The Blitz
Coventry was first attacked by air on 26/27 August 1940 and in the 
following months raids began to increase.  On the night of the 14 
November 1940 the city suffered a devastating raid 
lasting 11 hours.  Over 500 people were killed and a third of all 
houses were damaged or destroyed.  Another heavy raid was to 
follow on 9/10 April 1941.

The main reason that Coventry became a target was that it had 
many factories making a vital contribution to the war effort, 
paticularly in the aviation and armoured vehicle industries.

There are a number of contemporary accounts and official reports 
which describe and report the events of the Coventry Blitz.  
Another particularly valuable source of information are people 
who have their own memories of the Blitz and some have recorded 
these.

The report of the Chief Fire Officer (refer to supporting documents 
section of pack for relevant extracts) gives a graphic description of 
the terrible problems faced by the fire service.

Air raid precautions
There were a number of ways in which people tried to protect 
themselves from the threat of bombing.  These were known as 
air raid precautions or ARP. In Coventry, as in the rest of Britain, 
preparations had been under way for some time before war was 
officially declared in September 1939.

The ‘blackout’ of lighting to prevent aircraft from identifying 
their targets was practised in the summer before war broke out. 
A warning system was already in place and shelters and trenches 
were constructed.

In addition to being provided with shelters, everyone was issued 
with a gas mask which they were supposed to carry at all times 
though in the event they were never actually needed. members of 
the Civil Defence were different masks from ordinary ones as they 
had a larger respirator connected by a trunk-like rubber hose. This 
would have enabled them to carry out vital rescue tasks for longer  
periods of time. Women often worked alongside men in the Civil 
Defence and had their own uniformed organisation, the Women’s 
Voluntary Service whose work included the running of much 
needed mobile canteens and the collection of salvage.

Images in this pack show the typical kit of a fire fighter. Often fire 
engines could not pass areas of debris and craters so stirrup pumps 
and buckets were important in tackling fires. The steel helmet 
would protect the head from falling bricks and rubble. the initials 
on this helmet suggests that it probably belonged to one of the 
‘works’ brigades based at Coventry’s factories. 

Civil defence work could be very dangerous. A memorial plaque to 
the firemen killed on duty can be found in the entrance to St Mary’s 
Guildhall on Bayley Lane.     

The Coventry Blitz and air raids

A German Incendiary bomb

Coventry at War KS2 Resources: Teacher’s Notes 03
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Evacuation
A number of schools in Coventry were chosen to have their pupils 
evacuated from the city to safer areas and some other schools 
had their buildings taken over as first aid posts. These are listed 
in documents in this pack but not all of these schools are the 
same as those we have in Coventry today. Children over the age 
of five would be travelling without their parents usually to stay 
with strangers and many of them might never have visited the 
countryside before.

evacuation, rationing and leisure

Coventry at War KS2 Resources: Teacher’s Notes 03

Gas Mask 

Rationing
Rationing was the system introduced during war time to ensure fair 
distribution of resources. Certain foodstuffs, items of clothing and 
petrol were all rationed according to a points system. Ration books 
of coupons were distributed and customers registered with 
retailers to exchange them.

Ration facts:
•	 Rationing of some items continued until 1953.
•	 Rationing of bread did not begin until after the war.
•	 The amount of rations varied throughout the war 
         according to availability. For example, the cheese ration  was        	
         8oz per week in August 1942, but during 1951 was only 2oz..

The hardships of rationing were worstened in Coventry by the 
bombing of many of the city’s shops.

Housewives were so unhappy that they started a petition of their 
complaints which was presented to city officials.

Leisure
During the war people were encouraged to stay at home for their 
holidays as transport was only for necessary journeys and some 
coastal areas were considered dangerous.

Tin of dried eggs
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Coventry at War KS2 Resources: Image Bank 03

Beanfield Avenue in Coventry after the Blitz

Photographs
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Coventry at War KS2 Resources: Image Bank 03

Well Street in Coventry after the Blitz

Photographs
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Coventry at War KS2 Resources: Image Bank 03

Stevenson Road in Coventry after the Blitz

Photographs
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Coventry at War KS2 Resources: Image Bank 03

Disposing of an incendiary bomb

Photographs
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Coventry at War KS2 Resources: Image Bank 05

Coventry Cathedral after the Blitz

Photographs

Coventry at War KS2 Resources: Image Bank 05Coventry at War KS2 Resources: Image Bank 03
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Coventry at War KS2 Resources: Image Bank 03

Civil Defence workers on a gas mask drill

Photographs
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Coventry at War KS2 Resources: Image Bank 03

VE Day celebrations in a  Coventry street

Photographs
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Coventry at War KS2 Resources: Image Bank 03

Firefighter’s uniform with stirrup pump and hose

Objects

Fire bucket with stirrup pump and hose
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Coventry at War KS2 Resources: Image Bank 03

Wartime and post war ration booklets for clothing and food

Objects
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Coventry at War KS2 Resources: Image Bank 03

Medical kit carried by an ARP Warden

Objects

Evacuees suitcase  including examples of belongings taken with them
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Coventry at War KS2 Resources: Supporting Documents 03

Report of damage to schools  in Coventry since November 14th 1940

Records
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Coventry at War KS2 Resources: Supporting Documents 03

Work of emergency medical services on the noght of 14 -15 November 1940

Records
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Coventry at War KS2 Resources: Supporting Documents 03

Blank Warden’s report form to complete after an air raid

Records
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Coventry at War KS2 Resources: Supporting Documents 03

Bus journey report, including destinations, for evacuated schools

Records
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Coventry at War KS2 Resources: Supporting Documents 03

Coach bills showing places of evacuation for school children

Records
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Coventry at War KS2 Resources: Supporting Documents 03

Notes on evacuation procedure

Records



Herbert Art Gallery & Museum. Coventry
www.theherbert.org/learning

Herbert Learning

Coventry at War KS2 Resources: Supporting Documents 03

Example of government evacuation scheme from Coventry

Records
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Coventry at War KS2 Resources: Supporting Documents 03

Letter outlining lesson plans to evacuees school   - page 1 of 3

Records/Letters
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Coventry at War KS2 Resources: Supporting Documents 03

Lesson plan - page 2 of 3

Records/Letters
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Coventry at War KS2 Resources: Supporting Documents 03

Lesson plan - page 3 of 3

Records/Letters
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Coventry at War KS2 Resources: Supporting Documents 03

Letter from head teacher regarding evacuation of Coventry children - page 1 of 2

Letters
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Coventry at War KS2 Resources: Supporting Documents 03

Letter from head teacher regarding evacuation of Coventry children - page 2 of 2

Letters
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Coventry at War KS2 Resources: Supporting Documents 03

Record of evacuee figures between 1940 and 1941

Records
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Coventry at War KS2 Resources: Supporting Documents 03

Letter to  head teachers about accompanying children in overseas evacuation scheme

Records/Letters
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Coventry at War KS2 Resources: Supporting Documents 03

‘Coventry’s Food Problem’ reported in 1942

Records/Letters
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Coventry at War KS2 Resources: Supporting Documents 03

Types of leisure activities in Coventry during the war - page 1 of 2

Records
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Coventry at War KS2 Resources: Supporting Documents 03

Types of leisure activities in Coventry during the war - page 2 of 2

Records
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Coventry at War KS2 Resources: Supporting Documents 03

Evacuee evening activities - page 1 of 2

Records
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Coventry at War KS2 Resources: Supporting Documents 03

Evacuee evening activities - page 2 of 2

Records
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Coventry at War KS2 Resources: Supporting Documents 03

Letter from Joan Thornton describing her experiences of living in Coventry during the war

Letters
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Coventry at War KS2 Resources: Supporting Documents 03

Letter from Joan Thornton describing her experiences of living in Coventry during the war

Letters
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Coventry at War KS2 Resources: Supporting Documents 03

Letter from Joan Thornton describing her experiences of living in Coventry during the war

Letters
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Coventry at War KS2 Glossary 04

Billet : A place to sleep or stay

Blitz : Heavy bombing from the air from the 
German ‘Blitzkreig’ meaning ‘lightening war’.

Doodlebug : A nickname for the V-1 flying bomb, 
so called because of the humming sound it made

Incendiary bomb : A bomb designed to start fires.

Respirator : Breathing apparatus to remove 
poisonous gas from the air
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Coventry at War KS2 Useful Links 05

If you are interested in finding out more 
detailed information about Coventry during 
the war then have a look at the following 
websites. 

Aimed at children, also contains information for parents and teachers. Includes rationing challenge and 
letters home.
www.bbc.co.uk/history/ww2children

Extensive collection of wartime audio clips including a public health announcement from Coventry.
www.bbc.co.uk/schoolradio/history/worldwar2audioclipslibrary.shtml

Images of wartime Coventry
www.bbc.co.uk/coventry/content/image_galleries/ww2_in_pictures_gallery.shtml

Film clips including the Homeguard and Holidays at Home (mostly from the Northeast)
www.bbc.co.uk/nationonfilm/topics/war

Archive of  wartime memories including some of Coventry
www.bbc.co.uk/ww2peopleswar

Link to Moonlight Sonata film of interviews with Blitz survivors.
www.bbc.co.uk/coventry/content/articles/2006/11/07/video_moonlight_feature.shtml

The Imperial War Museum, including access to some online collections
www.iwm.org.uk

The Anne Frank House Museum in Amsterdam. Links to Citizenship
www.annefrank.com

The National Archives, includes many Second World War themes and lesson plans
www.learningcurve.gov.uk



Herbert Art Gallery & Museum. Coventry
www.theherbert.org/learning

Herbert Learning

Coventry at War KS2 Useful Links 05

If you are interested in finding out more 
detailed information about Coventry during 
the war then have a look at the following 
websites. 

Site including research into the Victims of the Coventry Blitz
www.familyresearcher.co.uk

Information about the Hillfields area of Coventry during the Second World War
www.hillfields.org.uk/History/Blitz.htm

Search under ‘war and armed forces’ for pictures of bomb damage
www.picturesofcoventry.co.uk


