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Empire at War
Content

The exhibition explores the Second World War memories of Coventry people with family roots in the British empire. They experienced the war in their home countries, on active service elsewhere, and as citizens of Coventry. Using their own words and some striking photographs from the Imperial War Museum, the banners look at a range of topics – including life at the frontline, the colonies' contribution to war production, and the experiences of child refugees. The people featured in the exhibition come from South Asian, Caribbean and Malaysian backgrounds and their memories provide a fascinating and previously neglected perspective on a familiar subject.
The exhibition has a direct relevance to the schools curriculum, but it has also been successfully displayed at community festivals and is ideal for activities such as reminiscence sessions.
Format

The exhibition consists of 8 freestanding panels but it has been designed so that a smaller number of the panels can be used if there is not enough space to show the whole display. If all the panels are used, we suggest that they should be displayed in the following order:

1. Empire at War (introduction)

2. For King and Country
3. The Frontline
4. Dangerous Times
5. Hard Times
6. A Vital Contribution
7. Divided Loyalties
8. Celebration and Sadness
Practical details

The exhibition panels are in an easy to use pull-up banner format. They fold down into individual carry bags which will fit comfortably into an average sized car. 

Banner stands x 8
Banner dimensions when displayed – 218 cms high x 83 cms wide
Banner dimensions when bagged – 90 cms long x 20 cms wide 

You will need to make your own transport arrangements for collecting and returning the exhibition to The Herbert Art Gallery and Museum. There is no charge for borrowing the exhibition, but damage to the panels beyond reasonable wear and tear may be chargeable. As a condition of borrowing the display, we will need you to keep a record of the number of people viewing the exhibition at your venue or event.

There is a film (28 minutes) connected with the exhibition which can be shown alongside it. The Herbert can supply this on DVD but we cannot provide the equipment to play it on.
For further details, please contact Stacey Bains on 024 7629 4766 or email stacey.bains@theherbert.org
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